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ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 SCA-OI L-02 H-02 SS-I5 NSC-05 

SSO-00 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 /045 W 

045887 

O O 020045Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4732 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS PARIS 28737 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: CONSULAR 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DETENTION OE AMERICAN CITIZEN BY USSR 
OFEICIALS . - JOSEPH JAMES PLESSER. 

1. 1 AM 2 DEC I974N MAN IDENTIEYING HIMSELF AS JOSEPH 
JAMES PLESSER, BORN OCT 9, 1917, PASAIC N.J. TELEPHONED 
EMBASSY DUTY OEFICER. OCCUPATION GIVEN PRES. HAMOS, CO. 

855 AVE FO THE AMERICA'S NEW YORK CITY. PLESSER CLAIMED, 
DETENTION AND INTERAGATION BY SOVIET OEFICIALS,WHEN ATT- 
EMTING TO DEPART MOSCOW AIRPORT ON PAN AM FLT. 93 I DEC 1974 

2. REASON FOR SOVIET ACTION WAS PLESSER'S VISIT TO SOVIET 
JEW'S IN LENINGRAD AND MOSCOW, FROM WHOM HE RECIEVED 
MANUSCRIPT AND PETITION RELATED TO SOVIET JEWRY. PLESSER 
ACTION DUE TO TELEPHONIC REQUEST BY MRS. SCHONLL, NOT 
FURTHER IDENTIFIED. CALL WAS IN N.Y. CITY BEFORE TRIP. 

3. PLESSER ALLEGED MOSCOW DETENTION LASTED 9 HRS, DURING 
WHICH HE SIGNED STATEMENTS DENYING ANY MISTREATMENT. HIS 
24 YEAR OLD DAUGHTER, MEYRL PLESSER WAS ALSO DETAINED. 

THEY BOTH ARRIVED PARIS 2 DEC. 1974. INTEND TO DEPART FOR 
JFK. ON PAN AM lOI MID DAY DEC 2 1974. SOVIET OFEICIALS 

DENIED REQUESTS BY PLESSER TO CONTACT AMEMBASSY IN MOSCOW, 
DURING HIS DETENTION. 

4. PLESSER WAS MEMBER OF N.Y. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, IN- 
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DUSTRIAL COMMISSION TO IMPROVE TRADE WITH USSR. GROUP WAS 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



IN USSR 24NOV 1974 TO IDEC. 1974. PLESSER ADVISED HE HAD 
INFORMED N.Y. TIMES PARIS OEFICE OF CIRCUMSTANCES. 
RUSH 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 DEC 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974PARIS28737 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740348-0360 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741268/aaaacfwl.tel 

Line Count: 64 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCSE 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <07-Aug-2002 by ReddocGW, PRIVACY>; RELEASED <19 FEB 2003 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <19 FEB 2003 by 
kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED DETENTION OF AMERICAN CITIZEN BY USSR OFFICIALS . - JOSEPH JAMES PLESSER. 
TAGS: CGEN, CASC, US, UR, (PLESSER, JOSEPH JAMES), (PLESSER, MERYL) 

To: STATE MOSCOW 
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